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What can I do?


The college and the students’ association want you to work with us to help us make sure that the decisions we make are always influenced by students.


Your student representatives will be part of all decision making. To represent you properly they will need to know what you think. They will be running lots of activities throughout the year where you will be able to make your views known and make a difference.


Please attend the events they organise, complete questionnaires. Make sure you know who your Course Rep is and tell them what you think – and stop any of your other student reps in the corridor and tell them what you think too. 


The college will be working hard to make sure your studies are NOT affected by all this planning for change. If you have any problems we want to know. Speak to your course rep or tutor.





Contact details


Please include contact details for someone students can get in touch with if they have any questions or urgent concerns. 


If there is a web page anywhere with more information on the merger/ federation that students can access include a link. 


If there are any consultation events planned let students know what will be coming up!


You could also include generic text such as:


There will be lots of chances to get your views heard and shape the future of the college! We will be announcing them soon so keep your eyes peeled.





Big changes are happening in our college. Some of them may affect you this year and they will definitely affect anyone who studies at college in the future. You might have family and friends who will be thinking about coming to college soon or you yourself might attend a course at a new college in the future. As a student this year you have a unique chance to shape our college for all those studying now and in the future.
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How is our college changing?


Our college is now part of ____ region which includes ____ and ____. From now on the colleges will be working much more closely together but it hasn’t been decided yet exactly what that will mean. We will most likely either be merging to form one new big college or forming a Federation, keeping our individual identities and sharing services.  











What sort of things could change in the college and how might it affect me?


Colleges will need to make decisions about how they will work together in the new region. These are some of the questions they will need to answer – do you have opinions on what the right answers are?


•	Colleges need to make sure the courses they provide are the ones people in their regions need, and that they are being delivered WHERE people need them. 


- 	Which courses need to be available locally and which courses could be moved to one centre in the region?


-	Does the region need more or less student places in some local areas to meet local needs?





Why are colleges changing?


The way colleges are funded and managed is changing. Instead of 41 different colleges there are now 13 college regions which, from this year, will receive money from the government to run their courses and services. Some of those regions are small with just one college but most have several – and those colleges need to find new ways of working together. Some will merge to form one big college, others will work much more closely together in a Federation and will have a regional Board. The governments aim is to make planning in colleges more efficient and better at meeting the needs of the students, businesses and the rest of the community within a region. This is all happening at a time when the overall funding in colleges is falling. So we have a challenge – to change the way we do things in quite a big way and make sure that you continue to have a great time at college.





- 	Does the region as a whole need more or less students with qualifications in particular subjects?


•	Can the colleges share student support and other student services such as IT and the libraries? If so, what services need to be on every campus or college and which can be provided more centrally?


•	Will the colleges need to change their systems to make them the same – or more similar? These systems will include areas such as admissions, student bursaries, student complaints and student feedback.


•	These decisions will also affect other aspects of student life including travel and social facilities.


Your Students’ Association will probably also be changing. With the other Associations in the region they will be working out how to make sure that the voices of all the students across all the campuses and colleges will be represented and heard at the Regional Board. The changes are an important opportunity to make Students’ Associations stronger and more representative so make sure to tell your representatives what you want your Students’ Association to be.











