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Student Engagement 
Staff Network

Thursday 13th May 2021

Welcome!

We will start at 10am, with a break 
at 11.10am, and informal chat from 
12.30pm. We finish at 1pm.

In the meantime, introduce yourself 
through your microphone or in the 
chat box – and tell us if it’s your first 
SESN (if so, a special welcome!).
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Your sparqs team today…

Simon Varwell, Senior Development Consultant (@sparqs_Simon)

Megan Brown, Development Consultant (@sparqs_Megan)

Justin Walker, Development Consultant (@sparqs_Justin)
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Zoom etiquette (Zoomiquette?)

• You can use your audio or the chat box 
to speak.

• Mute your microphone when not 
talking.

• To speak, type * in the chat window or 
click the “raise hand” icon.

• If you are having any tech issues, post 
a comment in the chat.

• Please change your display name 
to your own name and institution.
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Agenda

10.10am Education officer “outduction”

11.10am Break

11.25am The University of Winchester’s PGCert 
and MA in Student Engagement

12.25pm Conclusions and evaluation

12.30pm Informal chat

1.00pm Close
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Quick headlines from sparqs
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Course Rep Training 2021-22

sparqs CRT resources:

1. Part 1 online module

2. Part 2 workshop (Zoom)

Three main delivery patterns:

A. sparqs ATs train your reps

B. sparqs train your IATs

C. Institution CRT (sparqs offers support)

Please inform us
of your CRT

plans and needs

Emails sent recently.
Reply due tomorrow

(Fri 14 May).

Recruit your IATs!
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Associate Trainer (AT) recruitment

We need awesome students to 

work as sparqs ATs.

Students with skills (or potential) to 

deliver engaging training workshops.

eg. fantastic course reps or lead reps.

• More details here.

• Applications close 17 May.

Please publicise

• to your returning 
year’s course reps.

• through academic 
staff.

• in student job shop, 
website, newspaper.

Publicity flyer here

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/home.php?page=984
https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/upfiles/sparqs AT Recruitment Flyer 2021.pdf


@sparqs_Scotland #sparqsSESN

All the latest is in our COVID-19 hub

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/page.php?page=886


sparqs Student Engagement Awards 

Celebrate your successful partnership and engagement in this 
extraordinary year with our Student Engagement Awards!

1. A student-led initiative in a college.
2. A student-led initiative in a university.
3. A students’ association-led initiative in a college.
4. A students’ association-led initiative in a university.
5. A partnership initiative in a college.
6. A partnership initiative in a university.

Full details are on our website.  Submissions are open until Monday 31st May.
The Awards will announced at an online ceremony on Tuesday 22nd June.

www.sparqs.ac.uk   #sparqs21
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Forthcoming SESN meetings

• Tuesday 8th June:

– Course rep training plans.

– Course rep systems case 
studies: room for one more!

– The new academic year.

• Continuing monthly from 
early September.
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Our next NEON meeting

• Thursday 20th May.

• 10am to 1pm.

• Focus: handover & induction.

• Booking open soon.

• Outgoing and incoming officers 
welcome! Book here.

• Also, NEON now has a Jiscmail!

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/event-detail.php?event=134
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/sparqsneon
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Save the date for That’s Quality!

• That’s Quality! Universities

– Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th July.

– 9.30am to 2.30pm both days.

• That’s Quality! Colleges

– Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th August.

– 9.30am to 2.30pm both days.

• More details here, and booking will open soon.

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/news-detail.php?page=987
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Save the date for college student 
board member training

• Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd September.

• 10.00am to 12.30pm both days.

• Led by College Development Network, sparqs and 
NUS Charity.

• Distinct from general compulsory board induction 
sessions. 
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Innovations in Digital Student 
Communities Event

• Student-Led Project (part of the QAA Enhancement 
Themes)

• Three themes:
– Student Rep Communities
– Extra-Curricular Communities
– Academic Communities

• Tuesday 25th May, 10am – 1pm
• https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/innovations-in-

digital-student-communities-tickets-148020857369

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/innovations-in-digital-student-communities-tickets-148020857369
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Supporting outgoing education 
officers in skills reflection
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First there was induction…

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/ch/College Education Officer Induction Resource 2021.pdf
https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/upfiles/COVID-19 education officer induction resource.pdf
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Induction into governance

• https://www.cdn.ac.uk/governance/

• https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/programmes-
events/governance/governance-resources

https://www.cdn.ac.uk/governance/
https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/programmes-events/governance/governance-resources
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…so what is outduction?

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/resource-item.php?item=281
https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/resource-item.php?item=281
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Vonnie Sandlan
Former President, NUS Scotland
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What happened after NUS Scotland?

Paid employment

Colleges Scotland 
Senior Policy Officer 2017-2018

Scottish Funding Council 
Asst Director 2018-2019

Universities Scotland 
Senior Policy Officer 2019

The Independent Care Review 
Co-Chair 2018-2020

EHRC Scotland Public Affairs and 
Communications Manager 2019-

Voluntary

Who Cares? Scotland

Scouts Scotland

Causeway Education

EmilyTest

Now: considering public appointment
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Break
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The University of Winchester’s
PGCert and MA

in Student Engagement 
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Conclusions and evaluation
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Our final 2021-22 meeting!

• Tuesday 8th June, 10am to 1pm.

• Content:

– Course rep training needs for 2021-22.

– Case studies on course rep systems development.

– If I were the course rep…

• Booking link coming soon: watch our comms!

• See you and your new officers at That’s Quality!

https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/news-detail.php?page=987
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Before you go…

• Complete the evaluation form (select “May”).

• Sign up to the sparqs newsletter.

• Sign up to the sparqsSESN Jiscmail list.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/sparqsSESN
http://sparqs.us2.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=55a3a3b86f44a24cac1f545ea&id=1c9739999f
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/sparqsSESN
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Informal chat – over to you!


